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RAY: It’s not a happy story, Ralph. Be-
tween 2004 and 2007, Ford made several 
3-valve engines that had the unfortunate 
habit of refusing to give up their spark 
plugs. And you’ve got one of them.

TOM: For those who have Ford trucks 
from this era, the offending engines are 
the 3-valve 5.4-liter from 2004 to 2007, the 
3-valve 4.6-liter from 2005 to 2007, and the 
3-valve 6.8-liter from 2005 to 2007. 

RAY: Here’s the problem. Apparently the 
head is designed in such a way that the 
heat or carbon from combustion fuses the 
plug into the head. When you try to remove 
the plug, it can break off. If it breaks, it takes 
a special tool and about $300 to get the re-
maining piece out of there. And if you have 
to drill out all eight of them, that’s $2,400. 
Not pretty.

TOM: Ford claims that it has released 
detailed instructions for using a special 
cleaner and penetrating oil to loosen up 
the plugs before taking them out. But as 
many owners can attest, it doesn’t always 
work.

RAY: So even though you’re not due to 
install new plugs for another 69,000 miles, 
if it were my truck, I’d change them now 
rather than take a chance. The longer they 
stay in there, presumably, the more likely 
they are to snap off when you take them 
out. 

TOM: To rub a little salt in the wound, 
these plugs are expensive — they’re about 
$25 each. That’s why the dealer wants $300 
to replace them, including labor. But if 
even one of them gets stuck and breaks, 
that’s $300 right there. And since at your 
current rate of driving you won’t get to 
100,000 miles until around 2058, I think it’s 
worth swapping out the plugs now.

RAY: And have it done by the dealer or 
a mechanic who is very familiar with the 
procedure, to increase your chances of 
success.

TOM: Is it something Ford really should 
pay for? In my opinion, yes. It sold you a 
car that promised 100,000 miles between 
spark-plug changes. And if you have to 
change them sooner as a precaution, or 
drill them out of the head later, that’s a 
defect, in my opinion. But as far as I know, 
Ford dealers are charging these expenses 
to the owners. So bring your wallet, and 

your anger-management tapes, Ralph.
Dear Tom and Ray:
I drive an art car named Ophelia. She is 

a ‘91 Honda Accord with 250,000 miles on 
her. When I bought her, 11 years ago, the 
man I purchased her from said, “Oh, and 
sometimes she won’t start if it’s hot out.” I 
think “sometimes” was an understatement. 
When it’s hot out, I have to hose down the 
hood for 10 minutes, and then, for the rest 
of the day, she is fine. Now summer is here, 
and it can get as high as 113 degrees some-
times where I live. I’m having my first child 
soon, so I’m ready to solve this problem. 
Can you help? What could make her not 
start when it’s hot? -- Colleen

RAY: Well, it’s clear you’re going to be 
a wonderfully patient mother, Colleen. I 
can see you sitting there with a spoonful of 
mashed peas and carrots, waiting calmly 
until your baby is ready to eat it. Or until 
he or she goes off to college -- whichever 
comes first. 

TOM: Anyway, in our vast (or half-vast) 
experience with older Accords, hot-start 
failures usually are caused by a bad fuel 
pump relay.

RAY: Something happens to these relays 
over time, and they tend to fail when they 
get hot. And my guess is that hosing down 
the hood is not what’s correcting the prob-
lem. What’s helping is opening the door 
and letting the passenger compartment 
cool down.

TOM: The fuel pump relay is located 
under the dashboard, so when the car is 
closed up and the hot sun pours through 
the glass and turns your car into an oven, 
the relay stops working. Then, when you 
open the door or roll down the windows 
while you waste 100 gallons of precious 
water on the hood, the relay cools down 
and starts working again.

RAY: But I agree with you. I think it’s time 
to fix this. 

TOM: Why? What’s the rush?
RAY: The relay costs less than $50, and it 

should be good for another 10 or 11 years. 
And as attached as you are to Ophelia, 
Colleen, hopefully you’ll be onto another 
heap by then. Good luck with the car and 
the kid.

by JEFF JOHNSTON
National Column Writer

Today’s Recreational Vehicles are equipped with ever 
growing features, amenities, accessories and luxuries. 
There’s very little on the “wish list” left to the buyers’ 
imagination. That’s good, but it can also get expensive, 
and it can run counter to some peoples’ philosophy that 
less can be more.

  Enter K-Z RV, a Middlebury, Ind., manufacturer that’s 
added the new Sportsmen Classic line to its towable 
products (www.kz-rv.com). The Classic is a refreshing 
step back to basics for RVers with less in mind.

  To take a close look at a Classic, in this example a 
model 19SB, we stopped by the lot at George M. Sutton 
RV in Eugene, Ore., (www.suttonrv.com ) and enjoyed a 
walkthrough on a refreshing new RV concept.

  Many of today’s towable manufacturers are market-
ing “retro style” trailers that harkens back to a simpler 
time for RVing. The Classic series certainly fits that mold, 
and while the 19SB is just 20 feet 6 inches long overall, it’s 
still the largest model in the lineup. Buyers can choose 
a Classic 13FK that’s just 13’9” long and weighs a mere 
1,854 pounds Unloaded Vehicle Weight (UVW). The 19SB 
weighs 2,776 pounds UVW so it’s also towable by many 
downsized minivans, SUVs and small pickups, which 
means a buyer can use the family car instead of needing 
to buy a larger tow rig.

  There’s even a Classic toy hauler model, the 16FKTH 
that weighs just 2,271 pounds empty, so those with recre-
ational toys to haul can also choose a Classic.

  Not only does the Classic’s light weight help in the 
cost-of-RVing area, in that its low weight means less fuel 
consumption on the road, but the price is also right. It has 
a $9,435 base price, a figure that, per usual RV sales prac-
tice, bumps up with assorted desirable option packages. 
The model we viewed was stickered at $14,009 total price. 
Given the usual trade-in or other discounts, even the $14k 
figure can be whittled down.

  Outside, the Classic is remarkably plain with white cor-
rugated aluminum skin, bare-bones graphics and a lack 
of body adornments such as wheel well flares. For those 
who enjoy an uncluttered visual esthetic, this is it.

  Inexpensive but time-proven techniques are used to 
manufacture the Classic. Wood framing is sheathed with 
the corrugated aluminum skin, fiberglass insulation 
packs the structure and decorative wallboard covers the 
interior, including the 73-inch-tall ceiling. Interior treat-
ments include simple but durable vinyl flooring, Formi-
ca-style counter and table tops and rugged, no-frills fab-
ric and cabinetry.

  Old-style materials don’t mean poor quality as long as 
they’re well-assembled with care and attention to detail 
at the factory, and the K-Z crew excels in those areas.

  Inside, the 19SB floorplan includes a forward full-size 
bed, the shower/toilet enclosure streetside, a curbside 
galley and aft-end fixed dinette. A 4.6-cubic foot refrig-
erator and pantry storage unit are positioned streetside 
between the dinette and shower enclosure.

  I can only speak for my family, but what do we really 
need for RVing? At the most elemental level: a comfort-
able place to sleep, room for dressing, a means of avoid-
ing a trip to the campground restroom in the middle of 
the night, a cooking facility 
and climate control. The 
Classic covers all those 
bases, and anything be-
yond those details, like a 
dinette table that doubles 
as a workspace and a func-
tional shower, is a bonus.

  Its standard fluid ca-
pacities reflect the trailer’s 
casual-use design, with 20 
gallons of freshwater and 
15 gallons each grey and 
black water. With conser-
vative use those capacities 
will do just fine, but long 
trips would call for more-
frequent dumps and re-
plenishment. The roughly 

4.5-gallon propane capacity (optional) will handle the 
needs of the optional 16,000-Btu furnace and optional 
6-gallon water heater unless extremely cold weather is 
encountered and calls for extended furnace use.

  I view the Classic as a terrific starting point for some-
one who wants to jump into the world of RVing for an ini-
tial low cost. Check out the K-Z Sportsmen Classic as an 
option for getting into RV camping in a fun, affordable 
way. This trailer is a Classic case of “less is more.”

K-Z Classic, Affordable, Car Towable Recreational Vehicle
MOTOr MATTErS rOLLING HOMES

Photo courtesy Jeff Johnston: With its minimal graphics and lack of non-essential adornments the Sportsmen Classic from K-Z is a fully-equipped 

trailer with comfortable livability in a cost-conscious package.


